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Dear Parents/Guardians:  

 

It’s hard to believe we will soon be saying goodbye to our 8
th
 grade students and taking a break for some 

summer fun;).  I wanted to take a moment before the year comes to a close to reflect on our year and take a 

glimpse ahead at 2017-2018.  I believe it’s important to celebrate our successes and bridge the gap from 

one year to another! 

 

The 2016-2017 school year began with a focus on inspiration, wonder and play.  Our faculty and students 

sought ways to inspire others and make a positive impact on the lives of everyone we encounter.  Grade 

level teams were inspired to define PRIDE at BCS which will be shared with others for years to 

come.  Teachers were supported on ways to cultivate curiosity within their classrooms.  Through 

professional development, a book study, and weekly inspirational ideas on how to cultivate curiosity, I am 

happy to report we increased the amount of questions asked by our students throughout the day by 

36%.  We transitioned to Google Apps for Education seamlessly, increased our safety procedures, and all 

students in K-5 enjoyed the use of our new playground every day!  Thanks again H.S.A.! 

 

In addition to our focus on inspiration, wonder and play, several other accomplishments must be 

noted.  First, our entire community came together to complete a 3 year strategic plan which will guide us 

on our successes as we move forward.  Please visit the website for all information regarding our 

plan.  Second, the district has pledged to be Future Ready solidifying our commitment to plan and 

implement personalized, research-based digital learning strategies so all students can achieve their full 

potential!  Third, we increased the number of student recognitions.  We now have art winners whose art is 

on display in the main offices of the school, and added a Superintendent’s Award.  All award winners are 

recognized by attending a breakfast with me so I may personally thank them for their success.  Our sports 

teams, clubs, and activities continue to make us proud with various awards and accomplishments.  Finally, 

I have spent the year collaborating with the Superintendents from Eastern, Voorhees and Gibbsboro on 

varied aspects.  We will strengthen our efforts to ensure our curriculum, in all areas, is not only 

comparable but rigorous and will guide us towards academic success for all. 

 

Looking ahead at 2017-2018, we will continue our initiatives and strive for additional accomplishments.  I 

am pleased to announce STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art, and math) for students in K-5 and 

a new math program; Go Math.  Teachers are seeking ways to incorporate flexible seating as an avenue to 

support different learning environments.  Collaborative team time for teachers will be provided every 

morning to dialogue about best practices for teaching and learning.  The PS will receive a playground 

thanks again to our wonderful H.S.A.!  Elementary drop off time will be extended by 10 minutes (8:00-

8:20AM) to alleviate the morning car line.       

 

I would like to finish by saying thank you to all of our stakeholders at BCS.  It is you who makes our 

school special, unique, and a great place to come every single day.  As always, if you ever have any 

questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to any member of the school community.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kristen Martello 
 

Kristen Martello 

Superintendent    

http://www.bcsberlin.org/

